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May a Circuit Judge serve as President of the Board

Issue:
of Directors of the Kentucky Council on child Abuse ?

Answer: No.

The gquestion presented is whether a Circuit Judge may
serve as President of the Board of Directors of the Kentucky
Council on Child Abuse. A majority of the Ethics Committee

believes the answer must be no.

A Circuit Judge in the performance of his duties must
from time to time adjudicate cases involving child abuse
whether in the form of a criminal prosecution or domestic
cases. Even the most reprehensible child abuser is entitled
to a hearing by an impartial Judge. While the Committee is
convinced that the Judge in cquestion would be fair and
impartial, for him to serve as President of an organization
dedicated to curbing child abuse would give the appearance
of partiality in violation of Canon 1 of the Code of

Judicial Ethics.

This case is similiar to our holding that a Domestic
Relations Commissioner could not head up a Pro-Life rally.
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